
A HISTORY OF CHEVERLY 

In anticipation of the 25th anniversary of Cheverly, which was in-
corporated as a town on April 25, 1931, a series of articles on the history 
of Cheverly, from Colonial times to the present, will be published in the 
form of one-page supplements to the monthly Town News Letter, beginning in 
February 1955• 

Mr. John Dorr, Ward 6 Councilman, has arranged for Mr. Fred W. Gast, 
10 Cheverly Circle, Cheverly, to write these articles. 

Mr. Gast, who has resided in Cheverly since 1928, was chairman of 
the committee which drew up the original charter for the town, and served as 
first mayor of Cheverly from 1931 until 1937. He has done considerable re-
search into the origin and later development, of this area of Prince Georges 
County, and posSesses a wealth of information of interest to Cheverly resi-
dents. As a result of his interest in the early settlement and later his- 
tory, he purchased the old Fielder Magruder plantation house, which is approxi-
mately 160 years old and located at 1 Cheverly Circle, and restored this dwel-
ling so that it is preserved as a relic of colonial times. 

Retired since 1951 from his position as Chief Engineer of the Cus-
toms Service of the U. S. Treasury Department, Mr. Gast is still very active 
in civic affairs. Be is currently Treasurer of the Prince George's County Fe-
deration of Citizens Associations, and a member of the Prince Georges County 
Chamber of Commerce and the American Association of .Engineers. He is also a 
delegate to the Inter-Federation Council, which is a federation of all the ci-
tizens associations in the Washington suburban area. Mr. Gast is a native of 
Missouri who came to Washington as a young man and lived in the ketworth sec-
tion of the District before moving to Cheverly. 
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A community of real charml Not another town which just happened, not 
one which sprang up around a crossroads store, of which there are so many. 
A town with a purpose back of it, I would say: not built haphazardly, but 
after careful planning. Attractive dwellings too, blending in general ar-
chitectural lines with the landscape and carrying an air of individuality; 
streets not laid out in checkerboard fashion but following in graceful 
curves the contour on the land; and finally a community with a homelike 
spirits a friendly neighborliness a distinctive civic atmosphere, the kind 
which every visitor and newcomer Liscerns and wants to know more about, and 
which every resident learns to appreciate more the longer he lives in the 
town. This is our "Cheverlym of which I shall attempt to portray the origin, 
development and progress. 

Along about the summer of the year 1917, Hobert Marshall, a builder and 
Promoter of planned residential communities, backed financially by a wealthy 
machine-tool manufacturer of Cincinnati, Ohio, came to Washington far the 
purpose of establishing in the vicinity of the Nation's Gapital a restricted 
residential community for families of modest means, in which the home owner 
might annoy peace and quiet, away from the noise and din of commercial acti-
vity after the day's toil in office or workshop. no doubt, the need for 
more and better residential facilities than Washington afforded in its long 
rows of small attached houses prevalent at that time, had attracted inves-
tors by reason of the serious housing shortage which then existed by reason 
of the World War then in progress. 

Prince George's County, at that time mostly rural, and with a total' 
population of less than 40,000, offered great possibilities for'residential 
expansion. Real estate subdivision development in the county had been most-
ly on a snail scale without control. The only requirement was the filing in 
the county records office of a subdivision plat showing the lots and dedicated 
streets. There were no standards for the construction of subdivision streets. 
The  Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Co mission, the State agency 
which exercises zoning and planning control, was not created until 1927. In 
the early part of the century, the areas generally selected for subdivision 
development were adjacent to railroad stations from which transportation to 
work was provided or along the few arterial highways from Washington into 
the county. The only existing settlements in this area of the County were 
Tuxedo, next to the Magruder Station and the one named Cheverly Gardens next 
to the Landover Station on the Pennsylvania Railroad, as well as Seat Plea-
saat along the Washington-Baltimore Electric Line. The lots in these sub-
divisions were either very small, 25 by 100 feet, or in the case of the 
Cheverly Gardens 100 by 200 feet in area, suitable for gardening. 

Mr. Marshall, in his quest for a suitable development site, after a sur-
vey in several directions out of Washington, finally decided that the area to 
the east of the Anacostia, within sight of the dome of the Capitol, between 
thp old Bladensburg-Marlboro Road on the north, the Pennsylvania Railroad on 
the east and the Tuxedo-Columbia Post mood on the south would be an ideal lo-
cation. The only modern impravement in the location was the commuter service 
which was provided by the railroad. Otherwise the terrain was unspoiled in 
its natural beauty of woodland and meadow. 
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The area selected by Mr. Marshall for his community development was almost 
as primitive as it was on. August 24, 1814 when General Ross and his British ar-
my marched up old Adison Chapel and River Roads to the Battle of Bladensburg, 
or when the Anacostia Indian tribe, which had a settlement on the easterly bank 
of the Anacostia River, roamed through these forested hills and valleys. It is 
interesting to note that on the night of August 25th, General Ross and his 
troops, after their capture of Washington, actually marched through what is now 
Cheverly, over the old Bladensburg-Marlboro Road, on their return to the Pa-
tuxent River. 

Mr. Marshall related to the writer that for the purpose of exploring the 
suitability of the area for development before purchasing any lands, he and Mrs. 
Marshall secured summer board with a family in the Tuxedo Colony and rambled on 
foot over the entire area. In these wanderings, they found mar* interesting 
landmarks. One was the old Fielder-Magruder plantation house on the crest of a 
hill, erected about the year 1815, with its massive old stone chimneys, barn and 
stone milk house, and with an old cedar-lined lane leading from this house to 
the remains of an old slave blockhouse, then standing back of what is now the 
Hawkins home on Cheverly Circle. This old house gave evidence of a past pros-
perous and peaceful farm life. Farther to the east, on an elevation high above 
the railroad, halfway between the Fielder-Magruder house and the Landover rail-
road station, stood the Susan Magruder house. To the west, slightly to the 
north of the Tuxedo settlement stood the old Mills house with its ancient fruit 
orchard. 

On the northerly end of the area, near the Bladensburg-Marlboro Road on 
the Whipple tract was located the , old Crawford Spring, dating from Colonial days, 
which is referred to as a boundary marker in the old land records at Marlboro. 
In fact, there were numerous other walled-up springs, such as the still exis-
ting Cheverly Spring on lower Cheverly Avenue near the railroad station. This 
spring, now in an unsanitary condition, supplied cool water for the earlier 
Cheverly inhabitants when the wells went dry. 

The few roads which traversed the area, such as the old Post Road from Co-
lumbia Park through Tuxedo to Kenilworth, Cedar Road from Tuxedo Railroad Sta-
tion (then known as Magruder Station) to the Sheriff Road, the old Bladensburg 
Marlboro Road 'and' two old trails, one along the easterly boundary adjoining 
Cheverly Manor and leading to the Susan Magruder house s  and another extending 
from the Fielder-Magruder house down the hill to the Post Road, were mere 
trails which were hardly passable in bad weather. 

There were also evidences of previous attempts, in remote times, at real 
estate developments in this vicinity, which, however, seemed to have produced 
nothing more than a few scattered houses. Among such undertakings were Craw-
fords Adventure, Columbia Highlands, Oaklyn and Landover Park along Landover 
Road, Tuxedo and the "Colony", and a more recent one along the railroad near 
Landover Station known as "Cheverly Gardens". Most of the area, which had been 
a large tobacco plantation, was grown over with second growth timber. 
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The Cheverly Gardens development is of more than ordinary interest in the 
history of Cheverly, for from it our Town received its name, a subject which will be 
covered at a later date. 

In the year 1904, at the time when the Pennsylvania Railroad was construct-
ing its branch from the old roadbed at Landover Station in connection with the erection 
of the new Washington Union Station, a Franklin P. Mendenhall acquired a tract of land 
of 93i acres for development of a homesite garden subdivision. This tract of.meadow-
land extending one-half mile westerly along the railroad from Landover Station to the 
easterly boundary of the Magruder farm was laid off into approximately 130 lots 100 by 
200 feet in area each, with a proposed road skirting the railroad. This development, 
which is not within the present Cheverly town corporation area, was nared "Cheverly 
Gardens'''. 

Upon the death of Mr. Mendenhall the property passed into possession of 
Robert Bopes and wife, who, on. June 24, 1916, together with several others, organized 
a corporation under the laws of the State of Maryland, to be known as the Washington 
Suburban Realty Company for the purpose of promoting the gardens development. Elizah 
E. Knott was elected president, with William E. Turner vice-president and Robert Bopes 
secretary and treasurer. No pretense was made as to special planning of the develop-
ment or restrictions in use. Only five or six homes have ever been erected there and 
a part of the area has more recently been acquired by the railroad for erection pf a 
transformer station in connection with the electrification of the railroad. 

Mr. Marshall and his associates, before acquiring title to any of the lands 
for their model town development acquired ownership of the corporation and name of the 
lashington Suburban Realty Company. Apparently this was done for the, purpose of con-
trolling the surroundings of the area yet to be acquired for their model community. 
Options on other lands bordering on the main tract to be acquired were also secured, 
to guard against undesirable encroachment. 

With these precautions completed the purchase of the main development area 
was consummated. On.January 30, 1919, by deed in fee simple the purchase of the old 
Fielder Magruder plantation of 1931 acres, with its old colonial residence, from the 
George B. Sheriff heirs was closed. 

This tract-bordered on its southeasterly side 978 feet on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, extended to the north approximately one mile, with its easterly boundary 
along an irregOlar:_line on the Susan Magruder.tract s  the Cheverly Gardens boundary 
and along the old Magruder Lane. The northerly boundary ran along the approximate 
line of Landover Road to a spring near the location of the Cheverly fountain, along 
the Whipple Tract and thence in a southerly direction along Spring Road, Valley Way 
and Lake Road to the TuXedo boundary at the Cheverly Railroad Station. This tract, 
which comprised the greater part, of the town, is described in the deed by metes and 
bounds as part of the old colonial land plots of Hudson's Range, Crawfords Adventure 
and Columbia. 

At the time of :the transfer of title the old Fielder Magruder house and 
farm.were occupied by a'Mr. T. M. Shuey, who has more lately been employed as care-
taker of the old colonial Bostwick House in Bladensburg. 
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With the land acquisition completed, the past experience of the developers in expert 
planning seems to have been put to good use in our Cheverly. The services of Edward L. La-
timer, County Surveyor of Prince George's County, were secured to make a topographic sur 
vey and to plat and establish streets and lots for the "first" section of the proposed de-
velopment. 

This "unit, roughly rectangular in shape, and including only the area between the rail-
road and the crest of the hill back of the old mansion with the easterly. boundary at the Ma-
gruder property line and the westerly boundary at a small stream in what is now Lake Road, 
was - platted as "Section One of Cheverly." This survey plat was filed for official record 
in the County recordS at Marlboro under date of February 28, 1919, and with the filing and 
recording of this plat the included streets, named Norman Avenue (now Cheverly Avenue), 
Holmes, Crestlawn, Belleview, Ohmer, Lake Road, Magruder, Front Street, Purcell and Chever-
ly Circle were formally - dedicated as public highways. The blocks in this section were let-
tered from "A" to "1" with the lots in each block numbered beginning with number one. 

.Tn subdividing the land, every effort was made to preserve the existing grades and to 
enhance the - natural beauty of the terrain, especially as viewed from the passing railroad 
trains. The low lands skirting the railroad were intended as a park. 

The old Fielder Magruder plantation house, with its commanding view of the surrounding 
country, was surrounded by a circular'street and remodeled to make it suitable for a field.
office and residence for company president Marshall. A picture window was constructed.in 
the west side of the house and a clearing cut through. the woods to give a vista of the dome 
of the Capitol in Washington from thie window. This feature was uped:in the sales promo- , 

 tion of lots to stress the close proximity of Cheverly to the Nation's Capital. 
• 

;The grading of roads and installation of curbs and gutters of concrete was begun im-
mediately, and descriptive literature featuring the desirability of building in Cheverly 
sent out. Norman Avenue with its 60-foot right-of-wayas a boulevard through the deVelop-
ment was featured. The lower section of this road was not planned with the present ex-
tremely sharp curb. It was intended to connect with the old "post road" which ran from 
the railroad bridge on a right-of-way one block nearer the railroad than.the present Arbor 
Street, but the owner of a small intervening parcel of land refused to sell and it became 
necessary for the company to acquire a part of the Corridon tract, now a part of the school 
playground, to provide an outlet for the avenue. 

The old colonial spring near this road curve was also improved to preserve its cool 
water for future residents. (But this water is now unsafe for use) 

By the end of the year 1921, the development was.progressing and attracting attention. 
At that time, the only school facilities available consisted of an old one-room frame 
building in Tuxedo. To meet this situation, the company provided in its plans for a school 
site in Block "A" lots one to ten, and for construction of a two-roam brick building, in 
1922. The adjoining land, now the playground, was occupied as a lily pond created by a dam 
along the road which impounded the waters from a small stream which ran down Lake Road. 
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The care with which Robert ►arthall and his associates 4anned every detail 
of their proposed model community becomes more appaernt when we compare our Chev-
erly with other real estate developments in our county which had their beginning 
about the same time. It should be borne in mind that the county bad practically 
no restrictive or regalatory authorities, building codes or regulations at that 
time. The. Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission with such au-
thority was not created until the year 1927. 

Since the company had absolute control over its landil it was enabled to 
establish through lot sales contracts and deed covenants restrictions as to the 
use to whidh lots would be put, types of homes which would be erected thereon 
and other desirable measures. 

It seemed to be the prevailing practice of developers of larger communities 
in the Washington metropolitan area, and still is today, to cut down alI -treee, 
level off all hills and fill the valleys by the all-to-liberal use, of the steam-
shovel and bulldozer for the purpose of creating only level lots and squares, 
therefore the preservation of the natural beauty of Cheverly is all the more 
to be appreciated. 	 - 

The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, which PrOvides sewer and water 
service was only in its infancy aid did not reach Gtev•rly 4for a number of years. 
Home builders had to findtheir own water supply. Potomac Electric service from 
Washington had not been extended from Kenilworth and telephone was by toll line. 

An extensive advertising campaign which featured the restrictive dharaster 
of the community, bautiful location in close proximity to the Nations Capital 
attracted the attention even of out of town buyers. A somewhat undesirable con-
dition seems to have been created by the purchase of numerous lots by speculators 
who had no intention of building, a fact which retarded home construction. Local 
seekers of home sites however purchased to escape the after-the-war housing short-
age in Washington, and planned their homes even though building loans were diffi-
cult to secure. 

Among the early lot purchasers (1920 and 1921) were the families of grad J. 
Nickel, Claude Metcalf, William R.Gaither, John W.Davis, Max Maier, Freeman Strie-
lin, Edward P.Ryan, William and John Petrie, MacRae Donald, Thomas G.Borden and 
Fred W. Gast, a number of whom or their descendents still live in Cheverly today. 

The Robert larshalls were, of course, the first family to move into Cheverly 
into the old remodeled mansion. The first new home constructed in the community 
was that of Wir.Nickel on Belleview Avenue almost-opposite of the school site. 
Next in order of construction were the homes of John W.Davis at the upper end of 
the Cheverly Avenue pavement at Cheverly Circle and Claude meteelf ,a near the 
Nickel home. Then came a family by the name of Shawwith another home on Belleview 
Avenue, later occupied by the Lou koCray family, and the Elmer Brown family with 
the large frame house at the corner of Cheverly Circle and the Avenue. 

About this time the Gaither and Laier families moved from Washington to Chev-
erly because of difficulty in finding living quarters in the former place due to 
the housing shortage, but they erected two living tents'on the high lots acing the 
lower end of the avenue, which they occupied for some time.. Mrs Gaither related 
to the writer that the presence of these tents on the hill brought about the rumor 
among Some of the children in the"Colony" across the railroad, that Indians had 
returned to live in Cheverly. Those were the real Cheverly pioneers! 

The only access to Washington at that time by road was by way of Kenilworth 
sineethe road pavement on LeBlond Avenue, as it was thennamed, ended at the upPer 
end of Cheverly Circle, and none of the land to the north of it had been developed. 
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The early home owners in the Cheverly community had rather primitive comditiatU.- 
to contend with. The only source of potable water, aside from one or two wells which had 
been dug, was the Cheverly Spring which flowed from under an old oak beside the main road 
near the south entrance. Oil lamps and wood or oil stoves were the .only means for furnish-
ing light and heat until early' in 1922, when a limited electrical service constructed for 
furnishing power for street lights by means of a Delco plant was made available by the de-
velopment company for home lighting at a charge of one dollar per month. 

The only public transportation to Washington at that time was by the commuter 
trains of the Pennsylvania Railroad, with seven stops daily in each direction at the Tux-
edo Station on weekdays and two on Sundays. 

The present Cheverly School had not been built and the only school facilities, 
except those in the Kenilworth School, were available in the minor grades of the old one-
room, frame Tuxedo School located beside a large lilly pool on the Corridon tract where 
the playground has recently been filled in. Mrs. Lure Buck was the teacher in this school. 
Due to the limited grades in this school a number of the first Cheverly families sent their 
children to the Kenilworth School. 

Despite these handicaps an active advertising campaign by the development com-
pany seems to have caused a brisk demand for lots, and section two was a part of the orig-
inal land purchase of the Magruder plantation, was platted and placed on sale. This sec-
tion is embraced in the area between the Highway on the east, Lake Road on the west, Glen-
wood (now Euclid) Road on the south and Inwood Street on the north. 

On September 8, 1921, the company announced by news letter, "We have started 
grading the extension of our main highway north from the Circle", and on September 19 the 
same year, "Paving and lighting of the highway is being done at a cost of $1200.00 per 100 
running feet and should be completed by early summer". 

On August 2L, 1922, a news letter announced, "We are building a new pressed 
brick school in Cheverly with all modern improvements, electricity, modern heating plant, 
sanitation, etc. The owners of Cheverly (The Washington Suburban Realty Company) have 
donated $3,500.00 worth of beautiful woodland for the school and playgrounds, $1,000.00 
in cash, and have agreed to take over the old Tuxedo School building at cost to sell and 
use the proceeds for the new school. The school commissioners of the County are furnish-
ing $5,000.00 in cash and agree to employ competent teachers and maintain the school, 
which is being so built that additional rooms may be added as they may be required. We 
wish to furnish the new building with modern equipment in keeping with the improvements 
and no funds are in sight for this purpose. The amount required is in the neighborhood 
of $1,000.00, and a subscription of $5.00 or a little more each from all of the lot holders 
in Cheverly will secure the: necessaryamount. This is not an assessment but a voluntary 
contribution and we feel that all holders of property will, as far as possine, gladly 
contribute to this cause". 

This building, the center portion of the present school, considerably re-
modeled, was built by contractor Henry E. Rimel and was completed during 1923. 

By mid-1923 only seven homes had been erected in the community. While, again 
in 1924, the company announced the sale of over $100,000.00 worth of lots, the absence of 
a water supply and other conveniences seemed to deter prospective home owners from build-
ing. A post-war period of extremely high labor and material prices prevailed at that time 
and also interfered with home construction. 

Various inducements were offered by the company to encourage building and to 
stimulate local interest, such as offered aid in securing construction loans, gratis one-
year paid up membership in the newly established Beaver Dam Golf and Country Club, free 
appraisal of lots as a basis for construction loans. As a stimulus to an increase in 
population construction of ten homes at cost was offered lot holders. 
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While the natural beauty of the Cheverly site, in close: proximity to the Na-
tion's Capital, seemed the greatest attraction for prospective lot purchaser% 
there is no doubt that the restrictive covenants in the deeds also formed an in-
ducement to locate one's home,in this progressive community. These covenants were 
designed to insure the continuing beauty and serenity of the area and, among other 
things, prevent the development of manufacturing or any "offensive, noisy, or il-
legal trade,'" 

With the return togreater . stability and normalcy of building conditions in 
1925, the deVelopment comPany, which up to that time had devoted its Attention 
mostly to the southerly area of the Magruder tract, began the development in a 
northerlY. direction along  LeBlond Avenue, toward Landover Road. At that-time,, 
Landover ROadWas not pavedv and there was no connection from it to Defense,Bigkr-
way. In order to provide access from Cheverly to the Beaver Dam Country Club, the 
company graded Marshall Road (now Forest Road) from the easterkboundary of Chever-
ly,‘throughCheVerly Gardens, along the railroad, to Landover and provided this 
road with curb and gutter and ornamental lamp posts, at a considerable  
of money, although the paving or surfacing of this road was never completed. These 
improvements have fallen into decay andthe road is now blocked by a tecond growth 
of trees. 

The only access by road to Washington was still through Tuxedo. 

To meet the necessity for additional public transportation, and to supplement 
the commuter railroad service, the company establisbeda "bus service",by means of 
an eight-passenger Ford truck to the end of the Kenilworth trolley. line. Due to 
the' many holes and butp0 and the unimproved condition of the Tuxedo Road,:the.trip 
on'the - side seats of the conveyance was quite hazardous. The fare was fiVe cents. 

A company letter of February 1925 announced that arrangements had been com-
pleted for the extension of Potomac Electric Service from Kenilworth by the buil-
ding of a pole line at a cost of $5,000 and that the rate would range from .07i to 
as low as .03 cents per kilowatt-hour. At that time the Washington-Suburban Sani-
tary Commission also began installation of water mains in section one of the sub-
division. 

FUrther ]and acquisitions were made to provide for expansion of the company's 
holdings. On June 30 and October 5, 1925, two small tracts of land lying :  west of 
the main tract were purchased from Christopher C. Barkley and by deed dated July 
12, 1926, the 301 acre tract, designated as lot 4 of Crawford's Adventure was ac-
quired from J. Edward . Bates. The platted and subdivided area of Cheverly now ag-
gregated approximately 500 acres, and constituted a development which attracted 
widespread attention. 

One additional tract of land of 74.9 acres, embracing the entire southwest cor-
ner'of the development, which lies west of Lake Road and south approximately of . 

Greenleaf Road was subsequently acquired from the Mills Estate. This was platted as 
Section Eight and part of nine, August 21, 1926. 
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The platted plan of development of the lands acquired by the company as well as the 
organizational setup of the company seemed ideal for the purpose of building a really re-
stricted community. The company had a limited number of stockholders, as indicated by 
the names which were applied to the streets of the first few sections developed, such as 
LeBlond Avenue, Marshall, Olmer, Purcell, Holmes, Stoddard and Williams, aside from those 
streets which were designated after the land characteristics, such as Lake Road, Crest-
lawn, Glenwood and Valley Way. 

Of the stockholders, only a few seemed active in management, except as to estab-
lishing or approving general policy and promotion of lot sales. Since there were no sub-
sidiary operators --- Mr. LeBlond being the financial promoter and.Mr. Robert Marshall 
president and manager --- the company had absolute control over property and enforcement 
of restrictions. 

The lot sales contracts established the ►inimum value of houses to be constructed in 
the various locations, and required approval of the plans by the company, with special re-
ference to the style of architecture. The erection of fences of any type around lots was 
prohibited, no poles with overhead wires were to be erected on any streets, but only on 
the rear of lots and in alleys, and the hanging of wash on•Sundays was prohibited. 

While some of the prohibitions and restrictions in the contracts may have deterred 
some from locating in the community, the promise in the sales literature to the effect 
that the lot purchase price covered the building of "hard surfaced" roads, installation 
of utilities and other improvements by the developers, a practice which differed from 
the usual practice of developers in the suburbs, caused lots to be purchased in increasing 
numbers. The "hard surfaced roads" provision left much to interpretation. The LeBlond 
Avenue 16-foot paved center strip was the only permanently paved road in the sub-division 
thus far. All other graded roads with curb and gutter had been provided with a cinder 
roadway, except short sections of road in front of homes which were built by the company, 
in front of which concrete road pavement had been provided. A company letter addressed to 
lot owners about 1926 suggested a plan for the paving of established streets with concrete, 
at owners' cost, under which a $100 promissory note, payable in one year, was to be given 
the company for each 50-foot lot frontage. A number of owners on Holly Road took advan-
tage of this offer and thus provided the second paved road in the development. 

A particular grievance to home owners, who had long awaited an all-weather road in 
front of their homes, was caused by the installation of curb and gutter and ornamental 
lamp posts along the approximate 5000 feet of Marshall Road from Landover Road to LeBlond 
Avenue, on which no homes had been erected, as a short cut to the Beaver Dam Country Club. 

Approximately twenty-five hones had been erected up to this time, and all dealings 
between home owners and the company had been on an individual basis in securing fulfill-
ment of promises, but various happenings brought about a realization in some respects that 
concerted action seemed to be desirable. 

On Monday evening, November 27, 1926, a group of home owners of Cheverly and the ad-
joining Tuxedo subdivision met in the Cheverly Schoolhouse and "in the interest of meeting 
the growing civic, school and home requirements of Cheverly, Tuxedo and vicinity" decided 
to organize the "Cheverly-Tuxedo Citizens Association." At that meeting, the following 
were electeds Roy N. Covert, President; Mrs. W. E. Collis, First Vice President; Carl R. 
Yagle, Second Vice President; Earl Pryor, Secretary; and Edward M. Harmon, Treasurer. 
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Simultaneously with the organization of the Cheverly-Tuxedo Citizens Association on 
November 27, 1926, an auxiliary, designated as the Parent-Teacher Organization, was created 
with the following elected officers: Mrs. W. E. Collis of Tuxedo, President; Freeman Strick-
lin and Mrs. Jeanette Metcalf of Cheverly, Tice President and Secretary respectively; and 
Mrs. W. L. Atwater of the Colony, Treasurer. 

A committee consisting of Messrs Bert Wise, William R. Gaither and Freeman Stricklin 
was appointed to draft a constitution and report at the next meeting December 13, 1926. 

Shortly previous to this organization, the development company announced the proposed 
construction of the "Historical Fountain" at the north entrance to mark the completion of 
the 16-foot pavement on LeBlond Avenue. At that time, Landover Road was still unpaved and 
the connection which passes the present Cheverly Theater to the Defense Highway had not 
been constructed. Access to Bladensburg was by way of the narrow back road. The fountain 
was to be provided with a brass plate and was to be a depository of historical records. At 
that time a spring located in Landover Road was piped to the fountain for a drinking water 
supply. With the paving of Landover Road, the spring was covered up. 

The organization of the home and lot owners of the Cheverly development and the adjee. 
cent area seemed to have an almost immediate effect in stimulating activity in improvements 
by the development company and concerted action on related matters. A friendly fellowship 
prevailed at the meetings. 

The Tuxedo Road was almost impassible and greatly in need of improvement. Shuttle ser-
vice to the end of the Kenilworth car line by means of a small Ford which the company had 
provided over this road had been abandoned so that public transportation left much to be de-
sired. The Pennsylvania Railroad, with six daily stops on weekdays, each direction, and 	- 
five on Sundays, at the Tuxedo Station provided the only dependable public transportation.e_, 

Due to the breakdown in the street lighting cables along LeBlond Avenue the street 
lights were inoperative. 

The Citizens Association, as its first project, interested itself: in securing the im-
provement of Tuxedo Road by having the same taken over as a county road, and in exerting 
pressure to have the water mains of the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission installed 
and extended to stimulate the building of homes. 

For the purpose of providing better public transportation, the Washington Suburban 
Realty Company in 1926 secured a franchise to operate express motor service into Washington. 
The route traversed was over the following streets: LeBlond Ave., Landover Road, Defense 
Highway, Baltimore Blvd, Maryland Ave., Pennsylvania Ave. to Thirteenth Street, N. S., thence 
to a terminal at 1204 New York Ave.; and returning by way of Massachusetts Ave., Union 
Station, E Street, Maryland Ave., by 15th Street N. E., to Cheverly by the inbound route, 
with six round trips per day. The total one way fare was 15 cents for adults and 10 cents 
for childrea. This service was by a 14-passenger Studebaker passenger coach and proved to 
be quite an improvement, but difficulty in maintaining schedules with the one coach, for ob-
vious resons, soon caused the abandonment of this franchise. 

By Spring of the year 1927 all of the company's lands of approximately 600 acres, with 
the exception of the Cheverly Hills, had been subdivided into lots. All the platting and 
surveying up to that time had been done by County Surveyor Edward Latimer. At that time, 
the company announced a building plan for the erection of nineteen homes. The location of 
these homes was somewhat spotty, mostly along the main highway. In fact not a single home 
had been erected or a street graded west of Belleview Avenue. Sections one, two and three 
had any privately erected homes. 
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In the fall of 1927 a change in the management of the development company took 
place. New officers and personnel took over and the absence of Mr. Robert Marshall, 
former president and personal representative of the company, was markedly reflected 
in the condition of roads and properties. Only through the concerted action of the 
Citizens Association were grievances alleviated. 

The overcrowding in the two-room school and lack of teaching staff caused the 
association to apply to the county school board for a third teacher and temporary 
additional school room. There were no immediate improvements. In the meeting of 
January 3, 1929, a committee, consisting of Messrs Claude Metcalf, Robert Marshall, 
F. W. Nickel, Carl Riddick and the writer, was appointed to contact the proper au-
thorities about an appropriation for a school addition. The school at that time had 
95 pupils and seven grades. On April 2, 1929, the committee reported that despite 
unfavorable action by the school board an appropriation of $13,500, which would be-
come available by July 1, had been secured through action by the Legislature. This 
amount was subsequently increased to $21,000 when an extension of two rooms with au-
ditorium was erected during the summer of 1930. 

On August 27, 1929, the Cheverly Properties ownership was transferred from the 
Washington Suburban Realty Company to Harry Wardman, a Washington developer, with 
the hopeful expectation of Cheverly home owners for improvement in neglected streets 
and town appearance. The net result of the change was the erection of one new home. 
Mr. Marshall vacated the old mansion on the hill, and one school classroom was tem-
porarily established there. 

At this time the Citizens Association was successful in having the State Roads 
Commission take over the maintenance of the center paved strip of LeBlond Avenue 
(now Cheverly Avenue) as a State highway and place thereon a top of bituminous as-
phalt at a cost of $12,000. At the same time the Tuxedo Road was also taken over 
and provided by the State Roads Commission with a new macadam roadbed. 

It might be said here, to the credit of the small group of home owners, young 
and alert as they were, that they were undaunted by occasional failures. "Progress" 
was their byword, for they placed on their program a number of ambitious projects, 
such as the elimination of the unsightly approaches to Cheverly, the improvement of 
the Anacostia Valley, the extension of New York Avenue, and the improvement of Lam-
dower Road. The association meetings were looked forward to with pleasure, and a 
fine neighborly feeling prevailed. 

At the meeting of January 9, 1930 this writer offered a resolution "to appoint 
a committee of three for the purpose of determining the best procedure, and formu-
late plans for the incorporation of the subdivision of Cheverly into a town and to 
authorize the expenditure of not to exceed $100 to carry out the provisions of the 
resolution". This was adopted and, at the February 4, 1930 meeting, the committee, 
consisting of Fred W. Nickel, Carl Riddick, and Fred W. Gast was appointed. 

The committee secured copies of the charters of as many possible towns as it 
could for study and also conferred with members of the General Assembly of Maryland 
as to the steps necessary for incorporation. 

The committee in 'making a favorable report stated "that the tax which may be 
levied by town officials upon property for the purpose of meting town expenses and 
public improvements is generally limited in the charter to a very nominal sum and 
that incorporation with such provisions will relieve the Objectionable conditions 
which now exist in Cheverly, without imposing any excessive tax burden." 
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The interest of the homeowners of Cheverly in the proposed incorporation of 
the development as a town was considerably increased and induced by the crass 
indifference of the mew development companhwhich had taken over from the Wash-
ington Suburban Realty Company in August 1929, to the interest and welfare of 
the resident owners, as evidenced by the deteriorated conditions of the roads 
and the absence of any material improvement in the physical conditions of the 
properties which belonged to the developers. 

The,main highway which had. only the 16rfootpaved center strip was without 
shoulders and the sides were  bordered with deep ruts and soft dirt. There were 
no curbs and gutters or walkweys along the same. The ornamental lamp  posts along 
this highway were without globes or lights. Most of the side streets which had been 
provided with curbs and gutters by the former developers were unpaved, except a short 
stretch of the present Kilmer and Lombard Streets, Arbor Street and Belleview Avenue. 
The road beside the schoolhouse had a washout along the length of the school ground 
deep enough to act as a hiding place for children at play. 

One year after acquisition by the new owners, when the world depression had its 
beginning, in default of interest payments the banks foreclosed on the property. owners. 

This was the situation which confronted the homeowners. 

Their determination, however, to overcome these objectionable conditions was 
manifested by the interest which all residents, without exception, took in the acti-
vities of their Citizens Association. The meetings were well attended and conducted 
in a friendly spirit of cooperation. 

The little group could point with pride, yes even boast, of the accomplishment 
of having secured the building of a two-room and auditorium addition to the school, 
improvement of LeBlond Avenue, and was then working tor the improvement of Landover 
and River Roads, improved bus service from Cheverly to 15th and H Streets, Northeast, 
and installation of sanitary sewers in Cheverly by the Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission. Initial action in securing the proposed enactment by the Congress of the 
Capper-Crampton Act for the acquisition and improvement of the lands along the Ana-
costia River was one of the purposes on the program of the Association. 

The serving of cake and refreshments by the ladies was one of the regular fea-
ures of the meetings. 

The strength in numbers was small but this shortcoming was compensated for by 
determination and ambition, as evidenced by the following set-up of committees, from 
which it is apparent no one escaped membership: 

"Membership, Public Utility and Street Improvement, Sanitation, Fire and Police 
Protection, School and Playground, Publicity, Entertainment,,Refreshment, Rules and 
Procedure, Finance, Economy and Taxation, and. Community Singing." 

The following were the Association Officers in 1930: 
President: Mr. Bert H. Wise 
1st Vice President: Mr. F. Gast 
2nd Vice President: Mr, E. Donald Preston 
Recording Secretary: Mrs. Thomas G. Borden 
Treasurer: Mr. William A. Link 
Corresponding Secretary: Mr. William R. Gaither 
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The year 1930 proved to be a very busy one in anticipation of the many improve-
ments which had been expected from the new owners of the development. The Cheverly 
Citizens Association appointed various committees to which were assinged the tasks of 
furthering the interest in the erection of the school extension, the extension of the 
bus service in Washington, improvement in the approaches to Cheverly, and the estab-
lishing of rights of home-owners by the incorporation of a town government. 

Encouragement was created by the announcement in the April meeting that the Coun-
ty School Board had been able to dispose of the school bonds and that bids had been re-
ceived for the erection of our school extension. This extension was completed in time 
for the formal dedication of the same and occupancy at September opening of the school. 
It is to be noted that this school extension is not the pretentious buildjeg which 
forms the front of the present school, but a portion of the present middle of the school 
building. 

Discouragement, however, resulted from the announcement in the Washington newspa-
pers of the collapse of the financial structure of the Wardman Company, the owners of 
the unsold portion of the Cheverly Properties. Approximately 800 lots, located mostly 
on the outer portion of the development and some 25 acres of undeveloped land were in-
volved in the foreclosure by the bank and an insurance company with which Wardman Com-
pany had negotiated a loan. The discouragement resulted from the Tact that brought 
the realization that no help might be expected in the improvenent Of the physical con- 
dition of the roads and other company property. Much confusion and dissatisfaction re-
sulted from activity of unscrupulous lot speculators who offered little or nothing for nn_ 
lots, especially to owners who, because of the depression, had difficulty in meeting 
their tax payments. 

In the March 4, 1930 meeting of the Citizens Association, the following resolu 
tion was adopted: 

"HE IT RESOLVED: That the Cheverly Citizens Association hereby pledges and con- 
mits itself and its members to the purpose of incorporation of the Sub-division of Che-
verly, and so much of the contiguous territory as maybe necessary for the future wel-
fare of the community, as a municipality, with the necessary powers and branches of go-
vernment; 
That a committee of three be, and is hereby appointed, for the:purpose of determining 
the best procedure, and in accordance therewith formulating a definite plan to that end, 
and to refer the same to the association for approval before the end of the present ca-
lendar year; 
That the said committee be, and is hereby authorized to expend the sum of one hundred 
dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, out of money now in our association 
treasury for carrying out the provisions of this resolution; 
That the said committee be empowered and authorized, in event of necessity, and with 
the epprovnl of the executive committee, to forthwith take such legal steps as may be 
necessary to prevent encroachment on the rights, and violations of the established pro-
perty restrictions of the community." 

The committee reported that under such a charter there would be provision that 
three-fourths of the road and bridge tax collected by the County on town property would 
be refunded to the town, and that a nominal real estate tax would be authorized for town 
expenses, which would not impose an excessive tax burden on property holders. 
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The action of the Citizens Association, in its March 4, 1930 meeting, to commit itself 
to the incorporation of the Cheverly Sub-division as a town revived a live interest in its 
meetings and activities. The committee of three, to be appointed by the resolution to de-
termine the best procedure and formulating a plan of action, was appointed at the April 
meeting and consisted of this writer as Chairman, together with Fred W. Nickel and Carl Rid-
dick. By resolution the committee was to complete its report before the end of the calen-
dar year. 

The revived activity in the public meetings manifested itself in concerted efforts for 
other improvements also affecting the Cheverly Sub-division. Thus the Association initiated 
steps looking toward improvement of the approaches to this section of Prince Georges Coun-
ty; the extension of New York Avenue; the adoption by the State Highway department of the 
Cheverly Avenue maintenance; and improvement in transportation to Washington. 

The Capper-Crampton Act, under which Federal appropriations are made to the acquisition 
of park lands in Maryland for extension of the District park system, literally had its in-
ception in Cheverly. Mr. F. I. Chase, Secretary to Senator Capper and a resident of Che-
verly at that time, first suggested such a plan at the meetings here and received its in-
dorsement in the year 1930. Similarly, that year also marks the time of the first survey by 
the Army Engineers of the anacostia Flood Control Project, which received active support 
here and its completion is about to be realized. 

Reverting to the proposed "incorporation", the Committee applied itself seriously to 
its work during the folloing nine months, with the result that in the December meeting of 
the Association a complete draft of a bill could be reported, in anticipation of having the 
same ready for transmission to the legislature, for possible enactment at the session early 
in 1931. In its work, the committee studied various forms of Town government and treatises 
on the sane, and used as its guide numerous town charters, from which it adopted the fea-
tures best adaptable to the prevailing and future conditions, as then likely in the growth 
of the town. 

The proposed draft of the bill was made the special business of the December meeting 
and was analyzed paragraph by , paragraph before adoption by the association. A special fea-
ture of the bill was the requirement that if enacted by the legislature, it would have to 
be submitted to a referendum election of the town voters before it became effective. 

After the convening of the legislature in January I93I l  the Committee met with our 
County Delegation in the legislature, which delegation at that time consisted of State Sena-
tor Lansdale G. Sasscer and Delegates William Keys, Charles Marbury, Oliver Metzerott and 
Kent Mulliken, who spent most of an entire night with the Committee in studying every phase 
of the bill before giving their approval. They pronounced it as a model charter. 

The bill was Introduced on March 11, 1931, passed by the House of Delegates on March 
17, by the Senate on March 27, and approved by Governor Ritchie on April b, 1y31. 

The bill prescribed the exact manner of conducting the referendum for or against "in-
corporation" and designated the following named to conduct the election: Frea W. Gast, 
Fred W. Nickel, Carl W. Riddicx and Bert H. Wise as judges of election, and Caroline R. Bor 
den and William Gaither as clerks. 

The Association minutes of April 1931 record, "The vote of referendum was held April, 
18th, 1y31. Out of a possible 120 voters, 93 registered and voted 85 for incorporation and 
b against. The law required that the majority carry, so on April 18th Cheverly became ax 
"IncorpOratea Town". This 25th anniversary we shall celebrate. 
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The "Bill", enacted by the Mkryland General Assembly for the incorporation of 
Cheverly as a Town and adopted by the referendum vote, established the mime and Woua-
daries; form of government (unicameral, that is having a mayor and council in one le-
gislative and administrative body); procedure for election of its officers; authority 
to enact and enforce ordinances, to promote good government, health, moral safety and 
improvement of the town, and to levy annual taxes (limited, however, to twenty-five 
cents on each one hundred dollars of the assessed property valuation) to be used for 
anticipated expenses of the town; other provisions covering duties of elected offi-
cers (town clerk and treasurer, marshal and health officer); procedure to be followed 
in delinquent tax sales; and other details. These items were covered in twenty-one 
sections of the bill and were designated as Chapter No. 200, Code of Local Laws of 
Prince Georges County, Maryland. 

Since the provisions of the Incorporation Act had been approved in the referen-
dum election, it became the next duty of the Citizens Committee to arrange an elec-
tion for choosing a Mayor and Town Council. Posters announcing the date, hours and 
place of election, required qualifications for voting and the names of the candidates 
whose petitions as candidates for the various offices had been filed with the elec-
tion supervisors were displayed in the required ten-day period preceding the election. 

In the election, held on May 16, 1931, Messrs John Ogle, William R. Gaither, Re-
ginald H. Wentworth and William Link were elected as Councilmen respectively for Wards 
one to four, with Fred W. Gast as Mayor. Opposing candidates were G. Watson Lambert, 
Fred W. Nickel and Arthur P. Buck in Wards two to four, with no opposition in Ward 
one, and Bert H. Wise in opposition for Mayor. Since the "Act" required that the 
elected officials should qualify by taking an oath of office on the next Monday night 
succeeding the election, there was little time to arrange for a formal inauguration, 
and without formality or ceremony the elected officials, by prearrangement, met at 
six &clock in the evening on May 18th, 1931 on the cement platform outside the school 
entrance and there before Notary Public Glen D. Thompson subscribed to the oath "to 
obey the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution and laws of the State 
of Maryland, and to fairly and impartially administer the duties of their respective 
offices. 

The first public meeting of the Mayor and Council was held on the evening of 
June 2, 1931 at the schoolhouse. Carl R. Yagle was appointed Town Clerk and Treasurer, 
Dr. John T. Maloney as town health officer and Glen D. Thompson as town marshal. 
Since the incorporation law provided that the Mayor and Councilmen should serve with-
out salary, consideration was given only to the remuneration of the town clerk and 
treasurer, and the setting up of a budget by the mayor to permit establishing of a 
tax rate for the first levy. 

Grave considerations confronted the new administration from its beginning. The 
hope and eish of the citizens was that the many problems which the stress of circum-
stances had brought upon them (absence of street lights, impa 	Ile streets, trash 
and garbage dumped on vacant lots, and others such as dishwat( aid effluent from sep-
tic tanks flowing down the gutters) could be solved. No funds could be expected for 
the town treasury until taxes were due from the first levy. 

The situation was aggravated by an influx of irresponsible lot sales promoters 
resulting from the foreclosure on the eardman-lwned properties in the town, and part-
ly also from the sale of lots in an , auction sale which had been conducted tkyiebh to 
7th, as the result of the foreclosure. 



HISTORY OF CHEVERLY 
By 

Fred W. Gast 
Installment XV. 

The members of the first administration of the newly established Town Government 
of Cheverly, in formulating their plan of procedure, were unanimously of the opinion 
that it would be desirable and most conducive to a stable government if the first prin-
ciple to be kept in mind would be that they were in office by consent of those to be 
governed, and that ordinances of a restrictive nature should be kept to a minimum. 
It was the belief that the residents of the community, as then constituted, practically 
all of whom at that time owned their homes, could be depended upon to maintain peace 
and orderliness and to respect the rights and welfare of others without such ordinances. 
Conditions then prevailing justified that belief and reasoning. 

The conditions which then applied to private home building and improvement were 
quite fully outlined and established in restrictive covenants and stipulations in lot 
sales agreements and in the deeds of conveyance, as drawn by the original developers; 
and the conditions for improvement of public property and development of the same 
were likewise quite satisfactorily covered by the Act of Incorporation enacted by the 
State Legislature. The developers of the community had even exercised the prerog-
ative of limiting sales of lots to persons of proven good character, and bound the 
purchasers to approval of plans by the company before the erection of homes, stipu-
lated the minimum cost of homes which might be erected and the use to which the 
property might be applied. The second owners of the development, The Wardman 
Corporation, at the request of the Cheverly Citizens Association, had promised equal 
care in the choice of lot purchasers, and in a measure had lived up to that promise. 

The third owners, the financial interests who secured the Cheverly Properties by 
foreclosure of the ownership of the Wardman Corporation upon failure of the latter, 
had also promised careful regard of the interest and protection of the home owners; 
but unwilling-owners as these interests were, they did not display the same personal 
interest in the future of Cheverly as their predecessors, and it was but natural with 
financial conditions then prevailing, that they would consider primarily the recovery 
of as much as possible of their investment (which had consisted of a loan of consider-
able size on unimproved property, and at a time of a threatening depression). 

The properties involved in the foreclosure aggregated approximately two-thirds of 
the entire Cheverly area (about 600 lots scattered throughout the built-up part and the 
platted but undeveloped sections, and 30 acres of unplatted land and undedicated lots, 
as well as the dedicated side roads). 

Shortly before the Town incorporation the owners-by-foreclosure set up a subsid-
iary corporation which they named the "Cheverly Corporation" as a holder of their 
Cheverly properties, and in the interim between the referendum on the Town incor-
poration and the first Town election, held a widely advertised auction sale of Cheverly 
lots. The auction on May 4-7th was conducted in a large tent on the property, in the 
most spectacular manner, and included door prizes and a "Ford" automobile to partic-
ipants in the auction sale. Approximately 200 lots were disposed of as the result of 
this sale which was terminated when the offers for lots reached a low of $85. 00 per 
lot, and there were no more takers. 

The impact of the foreclosure and auction sale, with their unfavorable publicity, 
was startling since it reflected itself almost immediately in home values. Banks 
and mortgagors called time loans and declined applications for renewal. 

The mayor and council were confronted with conditions which required drastic 
action to restore confidence in Cheverly values as to stability, by setting up a town 
budget which would reflect the solvency of the town, and in curbing efforts to destroy 
and nullify those conditions which had made Cheverly attractive. 
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Before the Town incorporation the first two owners and developers of the 
Cheverly properties had,aocording to their financial ability, lived up to and 
carried out their legally established obligation to lot and home ~re in re-
gard to providing street improvement, curb and gutters, dedicating rights of 
way for roads, and arranging for public transportation and other public util-
ities and improvements; but with each succeeding transfer to a new corporate 
owner the promises as to maintaining and expanding improvements, such as paving 
of streets, street lights,street markers and establishing parks and playgrounds, 
the proper recording and filing of plats relative to the latterto make them perm-
anent seems to have been progressively overlooked or forgotten. 

In the construction of roads in some instances the officially recorded plats 
as to width and location with reference to abutting lots, and newly created park 
plots at road intersections were not amended to show changes or encroadhments. 

The transfer of title under the foreclosure by court order of the larger 
proportion of Cheverly properties to a "Cheverly Corporation", almost simulta-
neously with incorporation of the town, covered somewhat collectiveleall unsub-
divided and unsold lots and parcels of land". Such a form of transfer admitted 
misunderstanding as to ownership of numerous park parcels, most of which bad 
long been aszumed to be public property. Misunderstanding.had already beeviere 
ated under the Hardman ownership. 

Notable instances were the utilization of the Pbuntain ?ark at the Landover 
Road entrance and erection thereon of a sales office building by the Wardman. 
Corporation. The fOrcefUl removal of this building by the Town had to be re-
sorted to, when the same became a nuisance. 

Efforts to claim and rezone the area which was later designated as the Le-
gion Park by a supposed option holder. 

Another group of out-of-town speculators were granted an option on a large 
block of lots along upper Valley Wey (then wholly undeveloped) which they re.. 
platted into 25-foot lots for disposal under a free-lot lottery disposal )lam. 
Representatives of this group only desisted in their plan when threatened with 
expulsion and prosecution. 

In the auction sale the disposal of several areas which had been set aside 
as parks by the former owners, including the large triangular site at Inwood 
Street and Parkway, were offered for sale. The latter was saved to the Town 
only by protest of home owners at the sale. 

These happenings are related only as unrecoided nAppumbAgnce with whiCh'the 
new town administration was confronted in the beginning of its term of office, 
and which called for a prompt solution before other much desired matters could 
be undertaken. 

At the first session, in public meeting, June 2, 1931, the routine aotion 
of the rayor and Council was devoted-to the appointment of officers, as stated 
in a previous installment,and similarly Ordinance Number One, fixing the sur-
ity bond for the Treasurer was adopted as a routine matter. It was agreed at 
this meeting that selection of a permanent Town Counsel should'be deferred but 
that legal advice should be secured from the mast advantageous source, and the 
State Senator Lansdale G. Sasscer, was designated as temporary counsel. 

To meet the threat of,loss of ownership of valuable park lands and estop 
efforts by speculators to gain such ownership the Council in the second meeting, 
July 10,1931 Adopted Ordinance Number Two, "An Ordinance Es4aolishing Public 
Highways and Parka". Section larovided that the Layer 4. Council hereby accept 
and establish as Public Highways of the Town the roads. streets/ ► =0s ,and 
leys, shown on the properly recorded plats--- with certain exceptions which were 
named. 	Section 2. Covered the acceptance and establishment as Public Parks 
parcels designated or set aside as such. 
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In the adoption of Ordinance rumber 2 by the Mayo; and Council it was provided 
in Section 3 "That it shall be unlawful to do any excavating or other work of 
whatever nature on any Public highway or in any Public park without a permit from 
the Mayor and Council. Failure to comply with the requirements of this ordinahee 
to be punishable by a fine of not less than fifty dollars (,50.00) for such vio-
lation,and a penalty of ten dollars (,10.00) for each day such violation is con-
tinued." This provision was nade necessary by the fact that several of the "op-
tionees"of large blocks of lots had brought into the town equipment; and begun 
operations and new subdivisions of lots in larger groups without regard to record-
ed plats, established grades of roads, or other restrictions, and with utter dis-
regard of the rights of owners of adjacent lots. This ordinance also confirmed 
the principle, established by the original developers, that roads and highways are 
public property, and not merely rights-of-way over private property in which the 
abutting land owner retains the title to the middle of the road, as was the policy 
in Colonial days, and still is the policy in many of the states this day. 

The newspaper publicity given the adoption of this ordinance, together with the 
condemnation of so-called "Free-lot operators" by Better Business Bureaus in the 
Washington papers and elsewhere, helped a great dealin curbing hurtful speculative 
activity in Cheverly and other suburban developments at that time. 

ro provision was made in the original Cheverly corporation Act which would auth-
orize the Mayor and Council specifically to levy assessments against abutting prop-
erties for the construction of sidewalks, curbs or gutters, or for the borrowing 
of moneys for public improvements, but Section 14 of the Act did provide "That the 
Board of County Commissioners of Prince George's County shall pay or cause to be 
paid annually to the Mayor and Town Council of Cheverly, three-fourths 	of the 
fall amount of the road and bridge tax levied and collected each fiscal year from 
property taxed for such purposes within the limits of the Corporation of the Mayor 
and Town Council of Cheverly. Any portion of said three-fourths of said road and 
bridge tax collected by said County Commissioners after the fiscal year for which 
the same was levied,shall be accounted for and paid over to the said Mayor and Town 
Council,from time to time,in the year in which the same shall be collected. Said 
road and bridge tax shall be refunded and paid for the fiscal year 1932 and for 
each fiscal year thereafter. The money so received by the said Mayor and Town Coun-
cil shall be used by it for the repair and improvement of the streets,avenues and 
roads within its corporate limits. 

So in setting up the first Town budget and establishing the tax rate for the 
first levy a decision had to be reached as to whether and when the Town would be 
entitled to its share of the road and bridge tax rebate, this in view of the 
"fiscal year 1932" provision, since to all intents and purposes we were in the 
year 1931. There were doubts as to when a fiscal year began and ended at that time. 
However, the Mayor made an application for the fands, which were distributed in 
July 1931, and fortunately the rebate was granted for use in the first years budget. 

It was determined in the first budget meeting that for tax levy purposes the 
County and State assessment on real estate would be used as the basis, and that the 
tax rate of twenty cents per hundred of assessed value on real estate should be the 
first levy, to meet the budget. While the Charter set a lia2It of twenty-five cents 
per hundred on the tax rate, it was believed that existing eiroumstances prevailing 
at that time did not justify the full authorized rate. The Citizens Association 
voted in favor of a fifteen-cent rate. 

It was estimated that the twenty-cent rate would bring a return of ;,:1500.00, 
and a regular budget of 01320.00 was adopted, over and above the expected rebate 
on road and bridge tax to be used for road repair. This rebate amounted to 0.320. 
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Sineethe first meeting of the newly established town government fell due in 
Lay (1931) and the taxable year began in July of that year it is apparent that 
very little time was available to set up the real estate tax list and to mail 
the tax bills. 1.any of the lot ownerships remained to be established within 
the established town boundaries. The county authorities, fram whom the indi-
vidual lot assessments had to be secured together with correct names and ad-
dresses for the initial levy, stated that they could not recall any area within 
Prince George8s County in which there had been so many transfers of title. Ap-
proximately two hundred separate transfers had been occasioned by the auction 
sale which had paken place lay 4-1 inclusive. 

Hawever, the work was exceedingly interesting. In some instances it involved 
the location of the boundary markers and traversing the boundary lines, a number 
of which were based on old land tracts, notaably the Whitlentine Line, the Magru-
der, Mills, Firain and dhipple tracts, the boundaries of which were recorded in 
early days. Thus it was discoverer that the slice of land to the north of Land-
over Road at the Cheverly Fountain entrance lies within the Cheverly boundary as 
a part of the Firmin and dhipple tracts. 

The spring which originally supplied the Cheverly Fountain with water was lo-
cated within this tract. Another walled-up spring dating back to Colonial days 
constituted a corner marker of several of these tracts. It is to be regretted 
that these historic lad arks could not have been preserved. The assistance of 
old county surveyor, Thomas Latimer, who did the basic surveying for the Chever-
ly subdivision plats was of inestimable value in establishing important facts. 

The original tax list included 42 homes in Cheverly proper, with 14 in the 
South Cheverly section. The entire area to the west of Belleview Avenue had been 
platted at the date of incorporation of the town, and many lots - therein sold, but 
the streets had merely bean staked, but not graded or improved in any manner. 
The only sign of a habitation in that entire area was the ruin of the old tills 
residence near the westerly boundary, with regains of fruit trees. 

In aaticioation of the many benefits which were expesped through the incorpo-
ration of the town, the activity of the Citizens Association had a great revival 
of interest of its members. 

Shortly prior to the incorporation efforts to have the Cheverly Avenue 16-foot 
paved strip taken over as a State Road had met with success, when on September 15 
1930 it was resurfaced with black-top at a cost of :.13,362. Also in that year 
with a school enrollment of 93, the County provided a two-room and auditorium 
sedition to two existing school rooms. 

Nor, it was hoped to get relief from intolerable road conditions, effluent 
from improperly constructed septic tanks flowing down the gutters, lack of police 
protection, unlighted streets and other interferences with peaceful living. 
The citizens cooperated with the town administration in determining their pref-
erence of things to be acomplisheu with the limited means available. 

The construction of all-year good streets seemed to deserve first priority. 
Folly Road (now Lombard Street) Highland Avenue (now Upper Belleview) and a Short 
stre5h of Larshall Road (liow Forest) were the only side streets with a hard surf-
aced pavement. Other streets in the developed sections had curb and gutters, but 
laid above the road surface with a cinder road between so that the gutters mostly 
were about six inches higher than the road, and afforded no drainage. 

Upon receipt of the ,:';1320 road tax rebate the Mayor and Council decided to 
apply this entire amount toward roadebase construction. Fortunately broken conc 
rete from the wrecking of the buildings in the Federal. Triangle in ':ashingtole be- 
came available at the mere cost of trucking ( eighty cents per four cubic yard load) 
and with this a very pressing problem could be met. 
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.s stated in the previous article the inprovement of streets was given 
first priority. The streets to be improved were selected in the order in which 
they would provide access to the greater number of homes occueied, considering 
their scattered locations. This plan met with general approval. The order in 
which the work was undertaken covered Laurel Avenue, Belleview Avenue (at the 
school), 7oodland (now liaper Belle-view), Stoddard Dead(now Flamer west),Crest-
lawn _.venue, Harman Avenue (now 64th Ave South Cheverly) Holmes Avenue (now low-
er Parkway), raid Belleview Avenue and the west end of Cheverly Circle. 

The depth of material required to bring the roadbed up to gutter grade var-
lee from eight inchee to as much as two feet on Belleview Avenue in which ruts and 
washouts were so deep that the street was impassable, and the children at play at 
the school needeu only to skip into the street, ruts to hide while playing hide and 
seek. At the price for which the broken stone was secured it cost less to use this 
material than it would have cost to use earth fill. Over a half a mile of roads 
was thus improved and a heavy steam roller loaned by the County firmed the katerial 
into a permanent all-year road surface suitable for a later surface binder. Ohmee, 
Yontrose and Purcell Avenues were later provided with a gravel roadbed. 

Considerat patience was displayed by the citizens whose streets were last on 
the list of improvements because their single home in a somewhat isolated, location 
was involved. 

The cooperation of the Citizens Association, the 'Amens Club and the home and 
School Association with the Yayor and Council in meeting the manifold problems and 
in generally promoting the welfare of the comuni ty was  splendid. Projects which 
did not directly involve the administration of town business, such as better trans-
portation to Wshington by train or bus, securing better store deliveries to Chev-
erly, securing improvement of highways leading to the town and better school facil-
ities were handled cooperatively, or separately as the situation demanded. 

The ornamental lamp posts along LeBlond (now Cheverly Avenue.) by the early de-
velopers of the property stood in darkness like so many tombstones, and since the 
Citizens Association, in an informal referendum suggested by the mayor, had expres-
sed a preference for street lights over against garbage collection service by the 
town, as a necessary choice, the first budget included an item of 4,,%300 for repair 
of the street lighting system out of the first town tax levy. 

Two Fordson tractors and grading scoops, abaneoned by defunct lot developers 
who had bean granted an option on lots in the undeveloped section by one of the in-
terim developers and owners, served as useful town equipment after repairs costing , 

 sixtefive dollars. Town councilmen acted as operators of this equipment. 
Citizen Bellamy rendered valuable services with this equipment in grading the 

sohoolplayground. 
The destruction of town property, especially the breakage of street light glo-

bes, by Parkera from out of town, caused the enactment of Town Ordinance Dumber 3 
which made a misdemeanor of the willfal and malicious destruotion of public prop-
erty, with commensurate penalty. 

The absence of public dumps for the disposal of trash and garbage within the 
County caused a considerable nuisance and difficulty especially alone highways and 
in incorporated towns. Open spaces in wooded areas, even in towns, seemed to be 
convenient targets for the disposal of offal especially by private collectors of 
trash. The vacant lots iii. Cheverly were no exception. It yeas therefore found 
necessaryto enact Town Ordinance Lumber 4 at the meeting September 11, 1931 pro-
hibiting such dumping pith penalty upon conviction for violation of the ordinance. 

Alfred Owens, one of the residents of the town, who was an expert steel engrav-
er,at that time presented the town with an appropriate town corporate seal, using 
as the center piece a replica of the first Cheverly home, the old yielder-legruder 
homestead. 
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A review in retrospect of the functioning and accomplishments of the Town 
Administration during the first year of operation under a town charter, no doubt, 
leads to the conclusion that the benefits derived from such incorporation amply 
justify the action taken, and that the benefits are even realized this day. 
The problems encountered and circumstances which arose have proven that there could 
not have been any other available means or manner of preserving and saving the 
many desirable features which the original development company had planned for ale 
community,out of the chaos which so suddenly and unexpectedly developed , except 
by the establishment of its own government. 

The mass foreclosure, and resultant auction sale, left marks which were diffi-
cult to eradicate. The financing of many of the early homes on a short term ba-
sis,under which loans came up for renewal about the time of the foreclosure, had 
left the owners in a precarious position, where the mortgagee or banks refused re-
newal of loans,and the placing of loans elsevihere seemed impossible because of 
apparent insecurity of property values. 

The action of unscrupulous lot speculators, who circularised lot and home ow-
ner with rediculously low price offers for their homes, and who disregarded deed 
covenants in transfers negotiated, added no little difficult*, also to the town 
administrators, since mush time which might have been utilised in planning town 
and necessary improvements, had to be devoted to combat their destructive activ-
ities. 

These circumstances , in numerous instances, proved to be factors which were 
most important in the shaping of action and policies in town management. Only by 
careful and conservative town action in the management of its funds, in the levy-
ing of taxes and in observingoi establishment of a town budget with a "pay as you 
go" basis could the larger life insurance company loan agency and Washington 

Associations,(who were not up to that time willing to make real estate loans 
in Prince Georges Countyl be assured that loans on Cheverly properties would be 
safe. In the light of these circumstances it will be obvious that some of the 
actions of the new town government, in the early years of its founding, which 
might Otherwise have been considered unwise or super-conservative, were dictated 
by circumstanoes,and under more favorable conditions might have been done dif-
ferently. 

The conditions which had brought about the foreclosure on the development 
companierproperty, generally poor business and unemploymentorere the reasons fcr 
the establishment of the lowest possible tax rate on town properties, so as to 
keep the tax burden 	light as possible, when a higher rate might have been 
been use to advantage in more town improvements, 

Nevertheless the Mayor and Council in cooperation with the Citsens Associ-
ation, during the first year of the administration took action toward the instal-
lation by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission of a sanitary sewer~ sys-
tem for the elimination of the nuisance of waste water and effluent from septic 
tanks discharging into and running down the town gatters, as a matter of great 
urgency. 

The financial statement issued June 30, 1932 at the end of the first year 
of Town government operation shows total receipts ;3183.31, with taxes in arrears 
of ;115.97 and total expenditures of ;3132.50 for all purposes of government, 
leaving a balance of ;50.81, with all obligations paid. 

Doctor John TJaloney served as Town Health Officer and Cheater B.Morris 
as the lone police officer during the first years' administration. 
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Our three previous installments have been devoted to the first year of the 
Town administration (1931 - 1932) and the writer is reluctant to devote anoth-
er installment to that period for fear that the reading might become wearisome. 
However, the trying conditions which prevailed at that time, and the manner in 
which they had to be met had such a tremendous influence in molding the future 
of our town, and are of such a vast importance, that they are worthy of being 
recorded as a pert of the history. 

A determined and **operative effort was required to prevent the total lois 
of the advantages and desirous features which the original planners had envis-
ioned for a model Cheverly. The entire world was in a most disastrous depose'. 
sion, with unemployment and bank failures everywhere, and these conditions did 
not bipass Cheverly, in fact the results of this conditionea•re the very factors 
which had induced our citizens to take the steps for incorporation of the commu-
nity. A number of our families and home owners were overcome by poverty and dis-
tress, and required relief. To meet this situation a town committee on relief 
was organised. Residents who were employed and still had an income contributed 
willingly to a fend which was used to create emergency work and give aid from 
a town commissary of food, clothing and fuel, until such a time when the Feder-
al and State Governments set up "work projects" in conjunction with the county 
and town administrations to create employment. in these projects the looal agen- 
cies were required to plan the work and to furnish required equipment and material 
while the Federal Government farnished the labor fends. not only Cheverly inhab-
itants but also labor from outside the town were employed on our projects. In 
our planning every effort was made to derive the most permanent benefit from the 
work. kerely raking of leaves and elsaniug gutters left no permanent benefit. 

Specific projects in the town were the grading and filling of road shoulders 
along Cheverly Avenue, and grading of sidewalk spaces along this highway. At that 
time only the paved center strip of the avenue was improved while the shoulders 
and sidewalk spaces were impassable and washed out; Only the center of the town 
had residences,and the wooded areas surrounding the town on all aides extended 
well into the inhabited areas. As a remelt there was a constant threat of woods 
fires, and in fact, a quite serious fire occurred in lower Cheverly from locomo-
tive sparks, which threatened several homes and required the services of the Wash-
ington fire department to save these homes. Through a "work project" a sufficient 
number of roads which had been platted, but never cleared of timber, were opened 
as fire stops with each labor, and the resultant wood-fuel made available to needy 
residents in place of coal; A third proZxt initiated at that time was the in-
stallation and planning of a town street-lighting system for which the town woull 
be required to tarnish all material and the Federal Government the labor. The 
funds required for this project were raised by a voluntary contribution of each 
lot owner of five dollars and each home owner of ten dollars, until a fund of 
$1400 was aooumulated, however this required much time and it was several years 
before the work could be started. It may be recalled that the depression lasted 
almost five years, and mach time was devoted by the mayor and councilmen in super-
vising the work, keeping records of hours of workmen, certifeing payrolls and the 
manifold details which the week entailed. Federal requirements were exacting. 
Despite these relief projects a number of residents lost their homes. 

It was evident that mane of those who applied for work, which required effort 
with pick and shovel, had been white-censor workers and it was disheartening to ob-
serve them in the serious effort which they put forth to make good, bet these fasts 
merely encouraged tn. town officials ;  who had often to eve up their leave periods 
to keep the work agoing and to supervise the work, to give encouragement to those 
who were so sorely afflicted. 



HISTORY OF CHEVERLY 

BY 
Fred W. Gast 

installment XXII 

Our several recent installments would indicate that a great part of early town adminis-
tration time had to be devoted to the solution of problems which left little time for real 
accomplishment, but the prevailing financial conditions also helped in the solution of many 
of these problems. 

The delinquency of so many of our Cheverly property holders in their tax payments during 
the first two years, due to abject poverty, necessitated deferment of the tax sale to prevent 
loss of title to the owners. However, since the law required the sale after two years, the 
sale could no longer be deferred, but it was the good part of fate that the conditions which 
brought about the delinquency also created a condition in which the properties were not sold 
because of lack of funds of prospective buyers. Accordingly, the properties were allowed to 
remain on the books until the owners were able to pay the delinquent taxes. 

Due to the depression in the early 1930's, building operations were at a standstill. 
Some encouragement was lent by the appearance of Mr. Charles E. Bentley of Cheverly with the 
announcement, on December 19, 1932, to the Town Council that he had entered into an agreement 
with the insurance company -owners of Cheverly properties to take over blocks of lots, that a 
new company, The Washington Metropolitan Properties, was being organized to begin building 
homes on Forest Road, and that all deed restrictions would be strictly observed. 

The adverse conditions created by tax delinquencies, which plagued the incorporated 
towns, also affected the county and state governments, so that they also began to feel the 
pinch of fund shortages. There was no gas tax at the time, and the main source of revenue 
for road and other public works was derived from the "road and bridge tax" levied by the state 
on a mileage basis. The towns received three-fourths of this tax collected within the town!: 

The town was enabled to build two and one half miles of improved roads with the rebate 
received from this fund the first two years. 

However, in January 1933, when the Maryland State Assembly met, Governor Richie proposed 
that the legislature authorize a reduction in county and state real estate taxes from $1.54 
to $1.nd. for the county and from .25 cents to .22 cents for the state per hundred dollars of 
assessed value by abolishing the road and bridge tax. 

The Prince Georges County Municipal Officers Association was organized at that time to 
take concerted action against that proposal which would have deprived the twenty-two incor-
porated towns of the county of urgently needed funds. 

The original Cheverly charter had no provisibn which would authorize the levying of a 
front foot benefit charge for construction of streets or sidewalks, so the result of the Go-
vernor's proposal is obvious. Various remedies to meet this situation were proposed, and in 
a conference our delegation to the State Legislature proposed the amendment of our town char-
ter to confer on the Mayor and Council the authority for such a levy to supplement the twen-
ty-five cent real estate tax levy then authorized. Only a few days remained before adjourn-
ment of the legislature, and so the suggestion was accepted and implemented by introduction 
in the legislature of Bill 626 on March 24, 1933 authorizing such a levy. 

May 11  1933 called for a town election to fill the terms of office of the Mayor and 
two councilmen. 

A group of Cheverly citizens, who, during the first term of office, had been more or 
less active in finding fault with the town administration, seized upon this legislation as 
a campaign issue and contented that it constituted an attempt to confiscate people's proper- 
ty. The debates and actions in the ensuing campaign assumed proportions which attracted wide 
attention and interest and which seem to make the more recent town elections almost fade in-
to insignificance by cemparison. Washington newspaper Headlines: "ELECTION ROW HITS CHEVERLY. 
Law giving Town Heads nightto Pave Streets and Assess it to Property Causes Uproar." Battle 
lines were drawn in Cheverly as anti-administrationists announced their candidates. 
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In an early installment on the History of Cheverly we indicated that the origin 
of the name "Cheverly" of our Town would be covered in a later article, but up to 
the present time the article did not seem to fit in the sequence of our story. 
For some reason or other the question of its origin seems to arise near the begin-
ing of each schoolyear, when numerous inquiries on the matter are made to the writer. 
Since this time is again at hand an effort will be made to answer the question. 

Locally, at least, the name "Cheverly" first made its appearance about the year 
1907 when a Mr. Mendenhall applied the name "Cheverly Gardens" to a 932 acre tract 
of land at the Landover,Maryland railroad station of the Pennsylvania Railroad which 
was subdivided into a number of one-half acre suburban bomesites. 

Upon the death of Mr•Mendenhall the property went into possession of Robert F. 
Ropes and wife, who under date of June 24, 1916 organized a corporation named Waahing-
ton Suburban Realty Company for the promotion of the sale of these homesites. 

When, in 1917 the general shortage of homes as the result of World War One, especi-
ally in the Washington area, caused Mr. Robert Marshall and associates to choose the 
lands now occupied by the Town of Cheverly for the purpose of establishing a model 
community, (as described in detail in our Cheverly history) he found on an adjoining 
area the old Cheverly Gardens layout. He acquired ownership of the corporation char-
ter and land interests of the Washington Suburban Realty Company, but did not include 
these lands in his newer development. 

The name "Cheverly" appealed to Mr. Marshall and he applied the name without the 
Gardens designation tc the new subdivision. The corporation name was also retained. 

Inquiry directed years ago by the writer to some of the former owners of the Chev-
erly Gardens generally resulted in the expression of opinion that the name was of 
English origin. Mr. Marshall also was of that opinion, although he stated at one time 
that the possibility had been mentioned the name had been coined from the name of 
"Chevy" as in Chevy Chase, the latter section having been developed and very popular 
about the same time when the Gardens development had its beginning. 

In an effort to find an answer to the question of origin of the name, at the time 
of the Incorporation of our Town, the write directed an inquiry to the British Embassy 
as to the possible existence in England by such a place name and was informed that 
there is no place in England bearing that or a similar name. 

More recently Mrs Robert Marshall in a communication addressed to Mr. Arthur Buck, 
who resided in this area even before the development of our Town, stated; "About the 
name 'Cheverly', when we took Cheverly we liked the name 'Cheverly Gardens' and used 
the name, dropping the Gardens. It is an English name and was named after a rich man's 
estate in England. It has no other significance, except English sentiment." 

In a recent conversation with one of our Cheverly residents the latter informed the 
writer that he had formerly been a resident of England, that he came to the United 
States many years ago, and that before coming he had been an employee of the Postal 
Service of Great Britain, and, If he remembered correctly there had been a place along 
the railroad in the County of Kent to the South of the City of Canterbury Which had 
a name like that or similar to Cheverly. The existence of such a place seemed suf-
ficiently plausible, especially since Cheverly Gardens did lie on the border of the 
Kent election district in Prince George's County, to cause the writer to address a. 
letter of inquiry on the name to the Postmaster of Canterbury, County of Kent in Eng-
land. 	In a reply from that Post Office it is stated, "Regarding the place name 
of"Cheverley" I have had exhaustive enquiries made including the perusal of Wallen-
bergs volume of Kentish place names which extends backwards for several centuries, but 
I am sorry to say that there is no name in any way resembling Cheverley. There are 
two places called Cheveley, one in Suffolk near Newmarket and the other in Cheshire. 
The place near Cabterbury may be an ancient public house called "The Beverlie". " 

So, one guess may be as good as another, but in any case we are proud of our Cheverly. 
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The last installment referred to the impending election of Town Officers for the term 
beginning the second two year term of the administration under the Town Charter, and the 
Charter Amendment which would permit a front-foot benefit assessment for street improve-
ment. One opposition candidate, Dewey Guest, had been elected over the incumbent William 
Link in Ward Four in the interim one year election held in 1932 and now held office. 

In the 1933 election, incumbent Councilmen Gaither and Wentworth were opposed by 
Messrs. Lambert and Maloney and defeated. The Mayor was opposed by the incumbent presi-
dent of the Citizens Association, but was returned to office for a second term. 

In many of their decisions during the early administrations, it is apparent from exis-
ting records that the Mayor and Council were bound by the economic factors which then pre-
vailed and under which little choice of action was possible. The State and County Officials 
were confronted with similar conditions in their dealings with municipalities, so that ne-
cessary improvements, even urgent ones, had to be deferred or were slow in coming. The re-
sult was that the Councilmen especially were often subjected to unjust criticism by their 
constituents, and Town Officials had to devote time unnecessarily to justifying their ac-
tions when they might have been able to use this time more profitably in other town mat-
ters. It now appears that in many instances concerted action in the Association, as of re-
cord, today would be considered trivial. For instance, the administration officers were 
requested to reduce the remuneration of $240 per annum then paid to our Town Clerk and 
Treasurer, and a letter to that effect was addressed to the Council. Much of this action, 
of course, was political. 

It is of interest that an examination of the minutes of the Mayor and Council for 
the early years reveal that in almost every resolution introduced in a two-year term the 
Mayor was required to cast the deciding vote to break a tie in the vote of the Councilmen. 
The meetings at that time, of course, were spirited, and as a result were well attended by 
the residents. 

Despite these shortcomings, much good was accomplished, perhaps because the Town Of-
ficers were thereby placed on their mettle. 

During the first two years approximately two miles of road were provided with per-
manent road base and much of this surfaced with asphalt tar and chips* It is worthy of 
mention that a citizen of the town, Mr. Alfred Owens, an expert engraver, made and pre-
sented to the Town a beautiful official seal. 

Public transportation, improvement of highways serving the approach to Cheverly, and 
installation of sanitary sewers in the Town received attention. 

The lands surrounding Cheverly were predominantly zoned for agricultural or residen-
tial purposes, and the interest of the citizens became greatly aroused when notice was gi-
ven that an application had been filed at the instigation of a group of New York specula-
tors for the rezoning of the 25-acre Magruder farm adjoining Ward Four directly to the 
south of the railroad for industrial purposes, with the intention of erecting thereon a 
large Amusement park and brewery. The hearing was held at the Cheverly School. The testi-
mony presented was controversial because a number of the proponents of the rezoning had 
been promised employment and office in the proposed corporation if the request were granted 
whereas the opponents stressed the nuisance factors involved in such a project in a resi-
dential area. Needless to say, the nearing attracted an audience that far exceeded the ca- 
pacity of the hall. The application was denied by the Commissioners* 
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The year 1933 with its world-wide depression proved to be an especially eventful one N-
for our Town of Cheverly and its administration. As time went on, the depression and its 
effect seemed to grow in intensity rather than become abated. The Bank Moratorium de-
clared on March 5, 1933, which closed many banks, struck with devastating effect here, 
where numerous homes were covered by mortgages held by these banks. The mortgages became 
practically worthless and left the homes in an unresolved and depreciated status for a 
number of years to come. 

By reason of the provisions of State Laws, the sale of properties for delinquent 
taxes could no longer be deferred and the result of the sale of some of the properties so 
sold had to be reported to the county records office, much to the regret of the Mayor and 
Town Council. Numerous Cheverly lot owners who were in financial distress offered their 
lots for sale at give-away prices, and much time of the town officials was required to bar 
or curb unscrupulous operators from taking advantage, by various schemes, of the unfortu- 
nate owners. Several out-of-town speculators were particularly active in promoting raffles 
and the like, which tended to reflect unfavorably on the value and worth of Cheverly lots, 
and had to be threatened with legal action to stop their activity. 

Honest methods of creating employment and help to the unemployed were given every pos-
sible encouragement by the Nayor and Council, especially those activities which were ad-
vanced by the Federal Government to aid the towns and municipalities in setting up work 
projects which were of lasting benefit and which provided for a pay-as-you-go basis of fi-
nancing. A proposal advanced at that time for the floating of a bond issue by the Town 
was rejected by unanimous vote of the Mayor and Council as impracticable under the pre-
vailing conditions, even though no such authority for a bond issue existed at that time. 
In fact, it was believed that a better incentive to the creation of the financial stabili-' - 

 ty and confidence in town values would be established by a reduction in the tax rate which 
was about to be established. The rate voted was 5 cents less than the 25 cent rate au-
thorized by the Town Charter. 

Work Projects which were advocated for the creation of 3abor were the installation 
of sanitary sewers street improvements, clearing of timber from platted but unimproved town 
roads, and installation of a street lighting system and playgrounds, for which the Federal 
Government offered assistance. The Community Chest also took steps to assist the Towns in 
r --icing funds for the purpose of alleviating unemployment by soliciting contributions from 
-Llose who were gainfully employed, and in this Cheverly also cooperated to the extent that 
at least six citizens could be given useful work on roads over an extended period. Roads 
were resurfaced with liquid asphalt with stone chips. 

A referendum held at this tire as to the wishes of the citizens relative to the es-
tablishing of a trash and garbage collection service by the town resulted in a vote of 26 
favorable and 51 negative votes. 

Encouragement was created by the announcement that the Washington Metropolitan Pro-
perties organization had acquired a block of building sites and would apply for a permit 
to erect a number of homes. 

Opposition was aroused about the same time by the efforts of a Baltimore group to 
erect a large number of homes in Cheverly which were to sell for the price of from $3,500 
to $4,500. Concerted action of a positive nature frustrated this venture. 

Our teen agers, of whom there was not an overly large number t  were encouraged by ac-
tivity for their entertainment and recreation by the elders, of which we shall write more. 
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